
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Workshops to Highlight 
State Convention 

 

Saturday Morning Workshops 
 

Convention participants may choose to attend 
one of four Professional Development workshops 
or one of two Personal Development workshops. 
 

Professional Development 
Workshops 

 

Cyberbullying: Bullying  
21st Century Style 
Jennifer Campbell, Beta Omega, Area II, will base her presentation on the new 
buzzword “cyberbullying.” What is this new type of bullying and how does it figure 
into the overall landscape of tween and teenage life? In this session, you will learn 
strategies to identify students who are being bullied, how to help students who are 
the bullies and what people can do to help stop or minimize the impact of bullying. 
You will also discover ways to involve students in preventing bullying.  
 

Exploring English Language Development Strategies 
Ana Haskins, Alpha Upsilon, Area XIII, will explore English Language 
Development Strategies for the classroom. Introducing strategies throughout all 
content areas and scaffolding for English language learners, Ana will share 
models, including Gardner's Multiple Intelligence and Guided Language 
Acquisition Design (GLAD).   
 

Mathematical Practices Through the World of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math 
Annette Babakhanian, Math Instructional Coach and Teacher Specialist in 
Glendale Unified School District, will use hands-on math to demonstrate how 
students learn and master the Standards of Mathematical Practice through 
engaging instructional strategies such as the 3-Act Math and Number Talk. 
 

Drug Impairment Training for Educational Professionals (DITEP)  
CHP Sgt. Glen Glaser will present the California Highway Patrol’s free K-12 drug 
training which instructs school administrators, teachers, and school nurses how to 
determine if a student is impaired and whether the impairment is due to a medical 
problem or is drug related. If the impairment is drug related, proven diagnostic 
procedures are used to determine what drugs are likely to be causing the 
observed impairment. DITEP offers an aggressive evaluation and detection 
program resulting in the decline of drug usage in schools and making our 
communities and schools a safer place for all.    (Continued on Page 6)  
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Email articles to 
Julie Drysdale, Editor 

chistateeditor@gmail.com 
 

The California Connection is 
published four times a year by: 
California State Organization of 

The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International 

 
Annual Chapter dues include 
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Chi State website: 
www.dkgcalifornia.org 

 

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 

Chi State Education Center 

808 University Avenue 
Sacramento, CA.   

95825-6723 

President’s Message 

WHAT MAKES OUR CHAPTERS THRIVE? 
 

The needs of members are not all the same which means Chapters must plan with this in 
mind.  Diversity in all areas is a key component. 
 

¶ How well do you know the talents of your members? Each member brings her own talents to the group.  
Those talents should be discovered and celebrated. A well-planned activity could reveal that information. 
Potential talents such as leadership should be mentored to help individuals stretch, take risks and develop the 
concept of lifelong learning. 

¶ Does your membership come from a wide range of professional areas? Check to see how many levels 
of education are represented in your Chapter. Including preschool through college/university teachers, 
professors and administrators in both the public and private sector provides strength to your Chapter. What 
about librarians, school nurses and professional trainers? 

¶ Is there a range in age of your membership? A Chapter will not remain healthy and vital without young 
members being initiated regularly. 

¶ Do all members provide input in the type of programs/events the Chapter will have during the year?  
Members will support activities that interest them. Poll your membership to learn their desires and needs. Take 
advantage of individual strengths and use these people as presenters. 

¶ How long are your business meetings? Many chapters send needed information electronically to all 
members or just certain committee members rather than filling up the agenda. A shorter agenda devotes more 
time to a program. 

¶ Are meetings both social and business?  Meetings can be a retreat, a tour, or a visit to a school to help a 
teacher prepare her classroom. Members could assemble new teacher gifts or Jared Boxes, or sing at a care 
facility. Try having a party for homeless children and gift them with a book that you have read to them. Have a 
get-together with a nearby chapter, take a trip on one of the DKG International tours, or attend a state 
convention or Southwest Regional Conference together.  

¶ Do you help mentor your own members? Remember not only the new professionals, but also those 
changing a subject area, grade level or position. 
 

Let diversity into your Chapter. The tiniest changes can often rejuvenate 
members and add that “special something” which is the winning feature 
that brings in a new member.   
 

We are looking for areas of the state to charter new Chapters. Currently 
we are exploring Elk Grove near Sacramento. If you know of someone 
whom you would like to recommend from that area or if you know of a 
potential area for growth, contact me at chistatepresident@gmail.com  
Looking forward to seeing you at the 2017 Convention in Los Angeles. 
 

Communications Committee 

All Members Now Receive DKG Highlights  
All members who maintain an email address should now receive the DKG 
California Highlights via iContact. The DKG Communications Committee 
uses iContact, a safe and secure emailing service, to send both the 
Highlights and the California Connection newsletter. If you are not 
receiving your Highlights or California Connection via email, please 
contact Julie Drysdale at chistateeditor@gmail.com  
 

Produced by Toni Cook, DKG California Executive Secretary, the 
Highlights provides members with a weekly one-page email blast that 
offers information about individual members, Chapters and Areas. 
Contact Toni Cook at n2nette@mac.com to submit a short, concise article 
and a picture or two to share with all members of DKG California in the 
Highlights.                            Julie Drysdale, Eta, DKG California Connection Editor                     

mailto:chistateeditor@gmail.com
mailto:chistateeditor@gmail.com
mailto:chistatepresident@gmail.com
mailto:chistateeditor@gmail.com
mailto:n2nette@mac.com
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Leadership Retreat Awards  
 

The Scholarship Committee also awarded a stipend for members to attend the Leadership Retreat which was 
presented in mid-January. 
Pam Ballanti Delta Omega Area IX 
Gloria Bracco Epsilon Nu Area XVII 
Kris Damon Eta Area XII 
Sara Hackett Gamma Omega Area IV 
Louise McCormick Eta Area XII 
Sue Noyes Iota Sigma Area II 
Shannon Ramos Eta Area XII 
Terri Susoev Zeta Psi Area IV 

2017 A. J. Haywood Legislative Study Session 
Convenes in Sacramento this Summer 

                                             

Join your DKG California 
sisters in Sacramento at the 
2017 Legislative Study 
Session, June 20-22, 2017. 

Meetings are at the Residence Inn by Marriott, just 
across the street from the Capitol grounds, a 
convenient location for visiting our legislators and 
attending State Assembly and Senate Committee 
hearings. 
 

DKG California Legislative Advocate Martha 
Zaragoza-Diaz will features a lineup of speakers as 
well as advice for navigating the Capitol and meeting 
with legislative contacts. Participants will have 
optional tours of STRS offices and our DKG 
California Education Center.  

 

¶ Stipend awards for attending the Study Session 
are available from the DKG California State 
Scholarship Committee. To access the award 
application, click here or visit dkgcalifornia.org  

 

¶ Applications for awards are due April 15, 2017. 
   

¶ Early bird registration for the Legislative Study 
Session is May 15. Click here or visit 
dkgcalifornia.org for the registration form. 

 
¶ The final registration deadline is June 5, 2017. 
  
Participants may make hotel reservations by calling 
(916) 443-0500 and asking for the special DKG rate. 
Encourage your Chapter members to join you and 
make the experience a highlight of the summer! 

Hazel Powell, Theta, Educational Law and Policy Chair

DKG California Scholarship Committee 
Announces 2017 Award Recipients 
 

Marion O. Pease Scholarship (Master’s Degree) 
Rachel Hibler, Alpha Alpha, Area VII 
 

Rachel Hibler’s passion is to bring Theater Arts to the classroom and her goal is to 
further her education in this field. Rachel’s pursuit of a Master’s Degree in Theater 
Production and Design, her dedication to her students in developing a strong theater 
program at her school and district, and her intention to teach other teachers how to 
bring theater into their own classrooms, makes her an outstanding candidate for a 
Master’s Scholarship in the name of Marion O. Pease.  
 

Marion O. Pease was a founding member of DKG California in 1936. She traveled many days up and down 
California by carriage, bus and later train to ensure Delta Kappa Gamma California would thrive.  Marion was a 
dedicated and innovative teacher who believed each teacher reaching out to each student was the key 
success in the highly demanding field of education. 

http://chistateca.org/images/Legislative_Study_Session_June_16w.pdf
http://chistateca.org/images/LSSregistration2017-pw.pdf
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1989 Chi State Hostelship Grants were the 

“brainchild” of Margaret Fjerdingstad when she 
served as First Vice President. When she 
became President in 1989, the Area Directors 
honored Margaret by creating a Chi State 
Cookbook to help fund the Hostelship Grants. 
   

1996 The 60th Anniversary party of Chi State 

was celebrated at Convention in downtown 
Sacramento. Highlights included listening to 
International Guest Ardith Inman, a visit to the 
Education Center, and watching the Olympic 
Torch relay pass directly in front of the hotel 
during a break between interest sessions. 

DKG News 

Through the Years 

 

Join Your DKG California Sisters  
in Hawaii  

 

Celebrate the Tropical Way! 
 

 
 

DKG Southwest Regional Conference 
July 4-7, 2017 

Sheraton Waikiki 
 

DKG California State Event 
Wednesday, July 5, 2017 

5-7 p.m. 
 

Tiki’s Grill and Bar 
In the Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel 
2570 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, Hi  

 

Cost is $40  
Click here to register. 

 

Great Food - Wonderful Company  
No-Host Bar - Ocean Views 

Treasure the Past 

Who was A.J. Haywood? 
 

After the 1968 National Convention, leaders of DKG 
California State were challenged by one of the International 
Founders, Dr. Helen Koch, “…to go back to California and 
develop a model legislative program that other states and 
International can copy.” Under the leadership of State 
President Bea O’Brien, the Executive Board adopted the 
Legislative Action Program at the next Chi State 
Convention. One outgrowth of this program was the creation 
of the bi-annual Legislative Study Session, first held in 1974, 
under the leadership of Ruth Church Gupta, Chi State’s 
Legislative Advocate, and coordinated by Nancy Martin.  
 

Last biennium the name was changed to A.J. Haywood 
Legislative Study Session. Who was A.J. Haywood and why 
change the DKG California State Legislative Study Session 
to bear her name? Her name was Atha Jane Haywood but 
she was never called anything except A.J. This flaming 
redhead with a soft, pleasant voice let you know she was 
capable to take command of any situation. She joined 
Gamma Omega Chapter in 1967 and served her Chapter as 
President, Vice President, Parliamentarian, and Legislative 
Representative. Professionally, A.J. was chairman of the 
English Department at Los Gatos High School.  She served 
as chairman of the WASC Accreditation team for the district 
and became the first woman president of Los Gatos Joint 
Union High School District Teachers’ Association, being 
elected to a second term.   
 

A.J. served DKG in several capacities, but perhaps the one 
for which she is most remembered is the service she gave 
to the Professional Affairs Committee (now Educational 
Law/Policy). She served as Legislative Coordinator from 
1989-2001. Under her guidance, a meaningful Legislative 
Program was well established in California and transferred 
to most of the other states. At the International level the U.S. 
Forum was established following the format and purpose of 
California’s Legislative Study Session. 
 

After twelve years of service and the successful completion 
of the 1968 challenge, A.J. retired as Legislative 
Coordinator. Devoted to DKG, A.J. continued giving of 
herself until her passing. She was a generous person not 
only with her time but as demonstrated by the substantial 
amount of money she bequeathed to DKG California State 
to be used at the discretion of the Finance and Executive 
Committees. Several funds have been named in her honor 
and the title of the Legislative Study Session has been 
changed to honor her and reflect the devotion she showed 
to the program. Members will keep her legacy alive by 
participating in the A.J. Haywood Legislative Study Session. 

Mary Lou Willett, Iota Gamma, DKG California Librarian/Archivist 

http://chistateca.org/images/Hostelship-Road_Scholar_Program-APPLICATION_2016pw.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKHStZsEO8IY94Z3i8KuTkehkC5Vqh5QL_Cfndj9mbFU7Y4g/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Experience, Connect, Empower Now!  

Convention 2017:  
The City of Angels Is Calling You! 
 

Join your DKG sisters at the Los Angeles Airport Marriott on May 5 – 7 to 
EXPERIENCE the synergy and fellowship of key women educators from across 
California--CONNECT with long-time friends and make new introductions--and 
EMPOWER yourself through a variety of personal and professional interest sessions. 
California State Convention 2017 is where it’s all happening, and you’ll want to be a 
part of this exciting and memorable event. If you’ve never attended Convention, come 
and be recognized as a “first-timer.” If you know of a prospective member, invite her 
to witness the Society as it celebrates its members and their achievements.  
 
Click here or visit dkgcalifornia.org to register NOW! and book your room at the Marriott at a special group rate 
($139 per night). Pay by credit card (fees apply) or check. Early registration ends April 10. The City of Angels is 
calling! WE LOVE LA!                                                       Brenda Morton, Chi, 2017 Convention Arrangements Chairman 
 

DKG California members 
look forward to hosting Dr. 
Jensi Souders as they 
Experience, Connect, and 
Empower during the 2017 

Convention in Los Angeles. Dr. Jensi Souders, Past 
International President of DKG International and 
recipient of the 2014 International Achievement 
Award, was initiated in Tennessee in 1975. 
 

With her wonderful experiences, Jensi is the perfect 
person to answer questions about The Society. 
Attendees at her first Interest Session on Saturday 
morning during the 2017 Convention will learn more 
about DKG International and get answers to 
questions they may have. Jensi will also present a 
second Interest Session entitled “Teaching Students 
and You to Think on Your Feet.” She will share tips on 
presenting in front of a large or small audience. 
 

Jensi’s 42 year service to the Society includes serving 
as State Organization President, Editor, and 
Executive Secretary. At the International level, she 
was elected as Member-at-Large (2000-2004), 
Southeast Regional Director (2006-2008), and First 
Vice President (2008-2010) prior to her election in 

2010 as International President. She currently serves 
as Editor of the DKG NEWS. 
Jensi served as chair and member of the International 
Research Committee (1992-1996), member of the 
International Program Committee (1994-1996), chair 
of the International Communications Committee 
(1996-1998), chair of the Ad Hoc Cornetet Bequest 
Committee (2003-2006), and as a trustee with the 
Educational Foundation (2008-2014). She has served 
on three International/Regional Conference Planning 
Committees (1994, 2001, and 2016). 
 

Jensi loves reading, needlework, and cooking with 
husband, Jim, in the kitchen. Both enjoy traveling; 
they enjoyed cruises to the Western and Eastern 
Mediterranean, the Baltic, Hawaii, New Zealand, 
Australia, Southeast Asia, Alaska, the Panama Canal, 
and the Caribbean in their 48 year marriage. They 
have also traveled to London 22 times and other “land 
trips” in Europe and Iceland. 
 

Jensi retired from a 30 year career with the Catoosa 
County, Georgia, Public School System, where she 
served as a high school English teacher, high school 
library media specialist, and district level administrator 
in curriculum and instruction.  

Janis Barr, Zeta Iota, DKG California President 

International Guest 

Dr. Jensi Souders Returns to California for 
Second Visit as DKG International Rep 

http://chistateca.org/calendar/2017dkgcaliforniaconventionlax.html
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Personal Development Workshops 
 

Using Technology to Create Family and 
Vacation Photo Books 
Dee Harmon, Epsilon Lambda, Area XIV, will show 
participants how to use a free web site. Participants 
will learn how to download and enhance photos, add 
text and embellishments and build a beautiful photo 
book that can be printed when completed. 
Participants must bring their own laptop. 
 

DKG Q & A  
Dr. Jensi Souders, DKG International Guest, will 
ask, “How much do you know and what would 
you like to know about our Society?” Join a past 
International President to explore any DKG related 
subject you’d like to ask, and get answers to 
questions you never thought to ask! 
 

World Fellowship Student Recipients studying 

in Southern California will join Dr. Souders to share 
their experiences with convention participants. 
 

Attend Special Sessions 
Saturday Afternoon 

 

Following the luncheon Saturday afternoon, 
convention participants will have many choices. In 
addition to the two Professional Development 
workshops and one Personal Development 
workshop being held from 2:00 – 4:00 pm, a variety 
of Interest Sessions are planned from 2:00–3:00 and 
3:15–4:15 pm.  
 

Professional Development Workshops 
 

What Do You Do with a Kid Like This? 
Trauma and the Brain 
Lisa MacDonald, Alpha Eta, Area VI, will present a 
workshop for any educator who is confronted by the 
adventure of working with a troubled child.  Lisa will 
take participants on a journey inside the world of 
troubled children to enhance the understanding of 
these children’s total needs. Participants will walk 
away with proven techniques for helping troubled 
children change. 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math (STEAM) for the Elementary Classroom 

Sara Cooper, STEAM Coordinator and Teacher at 
Richman Elementary School in Fullerton, and a 
fellow DKG member, will present an interactive 
hands-on session on the STEAM components for the 
elementary classroom. Participants will be building, 
coding, and playing with a variety of materials. 
Discover the amazing learning that is taking place in 
the two STEAM labs at her school. 
 

Personal Development Workshop 
 

Keep Your Eye on Your Beach Umbrella:  
The Impact of Vision  
Dr. Suzanne Roy, Eta Chi, Area X. 
Have you taken time lately to reflect on your 
personal vision, values and beliefs? Would you 
appreciate the gift of time and an opportunity to 
explore and enhance? Suzanne frames this 
reflective and interactive session using her favorite 
hobby, boogie-boarding. Enjoy - surf's up!! 
 

Interest Sessions 
 

A variety of topics will be covered in the sessions 
scheduled for Saturday afternoon. Participants will 
be able to attend two one-hour sessions such as: 
Books That Sing, Teaching Students and You How 
to Think on Your Feet, Skype with Author Garth 
Stein, Personal Safety, Nature: An Out-of-Classroom 
Experience, Road Scholar: Adventures in Life-long 
Learning, Legislative Update, Schools for 
Africa/UNICEF Project, and Your Brain and How It 
Works For or Against You. 

Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma,  
DKG California Recording Secretary 

 

Workshops to Highlight 
State Convention 

                                         (Continued from Page 1) 
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Celebrate after the 
Convention Business Meeting! 

 

Friday, May 5, 9:15 – 11:00 pm 

Enjoy refreshments, no host bar, 

and a photo booth. 

 

Interest Session for Chapter 
Presidents Added to Schedule 
 

An additional session, Supporting Chapter 
Presidents, has been added to the Interest Session 
program as a follow-up to the Presidents Training 
Workshop held at the 2016 DKG California 
Convention in Fresno. Chapter Presidents are 
encouraged to attend the Interest Session being held 
from 2:00-3:00 pm, Saturday, May 6, 2017. The goal 
of the session is to provide ongoing support, help 
with problem solving, building programs and provide 
time for sharing.  
 
DKG California State President Janis Barr, Area 
Director Coordinator Marlene Daniels and Recording 
Secretary Sue Noyes look forward to your 
attendance at this session as your input will be 
invaluable to others. 

Janis Barr, Zeta Iota; Marlene Daniels, Eta; and  
Sue Noyes, Iota Sigma, 

 

Win Free Registration  
At Convention 
 

All members of DKG California 
(excluding those serving on the 
California State Leadership 
Team) will be entered in a 
drawing to win a complimentary registration 
certificate. The certificate may be used for free 
registration for the 2018 California State Convention.  
By attending the Convention, a member will obtain a 
wealth of information, meet new DKG sisters, reunite 
with old friends, and have an opportunity to be a 
lucky winner! Two certificates will be given! Winners 
must be present to win! 

Ellen Owens, Delta Mu 
DKG California Finance Committee 

 

 

Attend Members Mall 
Saturday, May 6 

10:30 to 11:30 am 
 

Meet your helpful, friendly and resourceful leaders. 
Committee members of the California State 
Leadership Team will be available to answer 
questions and provide assistance to members and 
Chapters.  
 

Directory of Committees 
 

¶ Awards and Recognitions 

¶ Communications/Marketing 

¶ Educational Excellence 

¶ Education Center Management 

¶ Educational Law/Policy 

¶ Global Awareness 

¶ Leadership Development 

¶ Membership/Expansion/Necrology 

¶ Nominations  

¶ Scholarships 

¶ Support Team for Emerging Professionals 

          Sue Noyes, DKG California Recording Secretary 
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Chapters Earn Discounted 
Convention Registration 

 

Congratulations to the 60 
Chapters which received a 
$20 early dues incentive 
certificate for completing 
and submitting their dues 
by the early dues deadline 
of October 15, 2016.  One 
member in each of these 

Chapters may use the certificate when registering for 
the 2017 DKG California Convention in Los 
Angeles.  When the selected member uses the 
certificate to register online, she should enter the 
number on the certificate in the designated spot on 
the registration form.   Chapters receiving early dues 
certificates include: 
  
Area 1 Gamma Tau, Epsilon Beta, Epsilon 

Zeta, Eta Upsilon 
Area II Beta Alpha, Beta Omega 
Area III Alpha Omega, Delta Gamma, Delta 

Zeta, Zeta Beta, Zeta Mu, Zeta Phi 
Area IV Alpha Kappa, Gamma Psi, Gamma 

Omega, Delta Rho, Zeta Theta, Zeta 
Psi 

Area V Gamma Alpha, Theta Omicron, Theta 
Pi, Iota  

Area VI  Beta Psi, Theta Iota, Iota Gamma 
Area VII Epsilon Xi, Eta Zeta  
Area VIII Epsilon Phi, Zeta Nu, Iota Phi  
Area IX Xi, Beta Epsilon, Delta Omega, Epsilon 

Epsilon, Epsilon Kappa, Eta Rho, Theta 
Omega 

Area X Zeta Pi 
Area XI Lambda  
Area XII Delta Psi, Theta Upsilon  
Area XIII Zeta Sigma, Iota Omicron 
Area XIV Rho, Alpha Gamma, Beta Phi, Delta 

Sigma, Delta Tau, Epsilon Lambda 
Area XV Zeta Omicron 
Area XVI Eta Iota, Eta Nu 
Area XVII Tau, Alpha Epsilon, Beta Tau, Epsilon 

Nu, Zeta Rho 
Area XVIII Gamma Theta, Delta Mu, Theta Zeta 
  
Thank you to the Chapter treasurers for submitting 
dues by the early dues deadline.  Enjoy the 
Convention! 

Daphne Cagle, Alpha Eta 
DKG California Finance Committee  

 

The annual Order of the Rose Ceremony will be 
conducted at the May DKG California Convention for 
all Chapters that have increased their membership 

by at least THREE active members. 
 

¶ To qualify, a Chapter needs THREE new active 

members initiated between April 16, 2016 and 

April 15, 2017. 

¶ NEW members may include initiates, reinstated 

members and transferees. 

¶ Chapter Presidents are responsible for filling 

out and submitting the Order of the Rose 

Qualification Form. (If your Chapter has co-

Presidents, please list both names on the 

Qualification Form.)   

¶ Download the form from dkgcalifornia.org  

 
Email the form by April 16, 2017 to Dee Simpson at 
audelia.simpson@gmail.com or mail to 928 Cimarron 
Drive, Redlands, CA  92374. Absolute Deadline:  
April 16, 2017. 
 

If your Chapter qualified last spring but was not 
honored, you may apply to be honored in May. If you 
plan to mail your application and it will not get to Dee 
Simpson by the deadline, call Dee at (909) 793-9277 
so your Chapter is included in the program. 

Dee Simpson, Alpha Pi, 
 Membership Committee 

 
  

Celebrate New Members at the  
Order of the Rose Ceremony 

http://chistateca.org/images/2017_Order_of_the_Rose_Info_and_Application-16pw.pdf
http://www.chistateca.org/images/2017_Order_of_the_Rose_Info_and_Application-16pw.pdf
mailto:audelia.simpson@gmail.com
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Does change come easy to you? What about to your 
school, district or Chapter? If you want to develop 
tools to help facilitate change then this preconvention 
workshop might be just the thing you need! 
 

The DKG California Leadership Development 
Committee is planning a seminar on Friday, May 5, 
during the DKG California Convention. Thatôs Not 
How We Do It Here, written by John Kotter, will be 
used to discuss the change process. It is a follow up 
to his other book on change, Our Iceberg is Melting. 
Both books focus on the elements of change and 
how to use them to strengthen a group.  
 

Through the trials of two Meerkat communities, 
Thatôs Not How We Do It Here covers defining the 
problem, finding solutions to the problem and coping 
with the situation while solving the problem. The 
communities find ways to utilize their strengths and 
resources and develop strategies to cope with their 
challenges.  
 

In the seminar, you will have the opportunity to 
determine your role in the change process and 

develop strategies 
to help your team 
cope with their 
biggest challenges. 
The skills you will 
develop can be 
used in any life 
situation. 
 

Click here for the registration form or find the form in 
the “Call to Convention Packet” sent to Chapter 
presidents or visit dkgcalifornia.org. A fee of $25 
($35 after April 10) will be charged. Seating is limited 
to 60 people so make your reservation early.  
 

Why not bring several members from your Chapter? 
Your team can then return to your Chapter with ideas 
and ways to strengthen your group. 
  
Register NOW for this pre-convention seminar. Help 
yourself be the person who thinks of new ways to do 
things. 

Marilyn Thompson, Iota Epsilon 
Leadership Development Committee Chairman 

The Support Team for Emerging Professionals (STEP) invites Convention attendees to 
delve into the world of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics, better 
known as STEAM, on Saturday, May 6. Two separate two-hour sessions will be 
offered. 
 

Annette Babakhanian, Math Instructional Coach and Teacher Specialist in Glendale 
Unified School District, will use hands-on math to demonstrate how students learn and 
master the Standards of Mathematical Practice through engaging instructional 

strategies such as the 3-Act Math and Number Talk. Annette will present from 8:30 to 10:30 am. 
 

Sara Cooper, STEAM Coordinator and Teacher at Richman Elementary School in Fullerton, and a fellow DKG 
member, will present an interactive hands-on session about the STEAM components for the elementary 
classroom. Participants will build, code, and play with a variety of materials. Discover the amazing learning that 
is taking place in the two STEAM labs at her school. Sara will present Saturday afternoon, 2:00-4:00 pm 
 

Information about how to earn credits from Simpson University will be shared during the workshops. 
Marine Avagyan, Epsilon Epsilon, Support Team for Emerging Professionals (STEP) Chairman 

  

Leadership Development Committee 

That’s Not How We Do It Here! Will 
Motivate Discussion About Change 

Support Team for Emerging Professionals (STEP) 

STEP Committee Offers Two Professional 
Learning Opportunities at Convention  
 

http://chistateca.org/calendar/2017dkgcaliforniaconventionlax.html
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Don’t miss out on the fun! 
 

2017 DKG California Convention 
Los Angeles Airport Marriott 

May 5 – 7 
 

Early registration ends  
April 10 

Click here or visit dkgcalifornia.org for  

registration and information 

It all took place on Friday night, May 5, 2000.  Irene Kasai was Chi State 
President and it was the first night of the Chi State Convention.  Since this 
was my first time attending the Convention and knowing I was the only 
representative from my Chapter, I felt anxious but very excited. 
 
I do not remember much of the business portion of the meeting that night, 
but I do remember the Order of the Rose Ceremony. I had no idea of 
what the ceremony was all about. Wanting to know more of what was 
happening, I listened carefully to the speaker. I learned that in the year 
2000 the Order of the Rose was a ceremony honoring Chapters that had 
increased their membership by five or more new members. I was so 
moved by the Area Directors proudly leading their Chapter Presidents 
across the stage. It was so beautiful and inspiring! That Friday night I realized my goal: to walk across the 
stage as the Chapter President of Alpha Pi and receive the Order of the Rose Certificate for my Chapter. What 
an honor! 
 
I can proudly say that since May of 2000, I have walked across the stage six different times:  Twice as Chapter 
President; twice as Chapter Co-President and twice as Area Director. This May will mark my fourth year as a 
member of the DKG California Membership Committee and as The Order of the Rose Coordinator. It has been 
a gratifying experience. 
 
Currently at the May Convention, DKG California honors Chapters that have increased their membership by 
three new members, including new initiates, reinstated and transferees. If your Chapter qualifies for the Order 
of the Rose, please apply. Click here or visit  www.dkgcalifornia.org to access the qualification form. 
 
The Order of the Rose is an honor bestowed upon Chapters. Since serving on the DKG California Membership 
Committee my aspiration has been to encourage all Chapter Presidents to add The Order of the Rose to their 
lists of Chapter goals. As honorees, we feel the Experience, the Connection, and the Empowerment. 
 Dee Simpson, Alpha Pi, Membership Committee 

 

Experience   Connect   Empower    NOW! 

 
 
 

One Woman’s Inspiration 

The Importance of the Order of the Rose 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQMwdp1Nf32reN9zvcBsPRgnty5fm6RGozxQDBRydAXaelTw/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://chistateca.org/images/2017_Order_of_the_Rose_Info_and_Application-16pw.pdf
http://www.dkgcalifornia.org/
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LIFE 

The LIFE Foundation will 
present three nominees for 
positions on the LIFE 
Board of Directors during 

the 2017 DKG California Convention. Members will 
vote on Robin Kelley, Elise Buel and Anita McKean 
during the annual LIFE Foundation meeting. Elise 
has been nominated for a three-year term and Robin 
and Anita have been nominated as members-at-
large. 
 
These women will be presented at the annual LIFE 
Business Meeting, which will be held Friday evening, 
May 5, 6:30-7:15, at the LAX Airport Marriott. LIFE 
Grants for 2016-2017 will also be announced during 
the meeting. 

 

Be on the lookout for the annual LIFE Foundation 
Raffle at the Convention. Donations for the Raffle are 
needed and if you have something to donate, please  
notify Donna Fleischer: donnafleischer@gmail.com.  
You may bring your item to the convention but we 
would like to know ahead of time what to expect.  
 
The LIFE Board will review the Literacy Grants and 
Helene Going Green Grants applications that have 
been received. Those people who receive awards 
will be notified after approval. 
 
LIFE will again present an Interest Session at 
Convention to SKYPE with Garth Stein, author of 
The Art of Racing in the Rain. Come early for this 
session since last year at the LIFE author SKYPE, 
there was standing room only! 

Visual and Performing Arts Committee 

Visual Impairment Motivates Reynolds to Learn  
 

Betty Jean Reynolds, Epsilon Nu, Area XVII, has 
made practical use of her art endeavors from her 
early teaching career to the present. She used art to 
teach math to other teachers and students. Though 
art was not her major in school, it became a primary 
interest for her. After being inducted as an 
artist to the California Art Educator in the early 
seventies, she became an Art Consultant for the 
Stanislaus Office of Education in 1973. 
 
Though she has been diagnosed with macular 
degeneration which has presented challenges, this 
doesn’t deter her from pursuing her love of art. 
Visual Impaired Persons Support (VIPS) has 
provided her with a “Video Eye.” Through this device, 
she keeps painting but uses much less color. She 
continues to be excited about learning and using this 
device. It is leading her to new avenues for her 
talent. 
 
She incorporates past travels, landscapes and still 
life for her sketches, watercolors and acrylics. One of 
her watercolors on display at the DKG California 
Convention in Fresno was purchased by another 
DKG member. Upon meeting the buyer, she 
discovered the buyer had recently been diagnosed  

with macular degeneration. They immediately 
bonded and connected because of the art and their 
impairment. 
 
Betty Jean and Henrietta Sparkman, also a member 
of Epsilon Nu, have encouraged their Chapter to 
contribute to fund an Art Scholarship through the 
Central California Art Association. Art continues to 
be the avenue to reach out to others despite her 
impairment. 

Gretchen Covington, Eta Upsilon  
Visual and Performing Arts Committee

   

Vote, Shop, SKYPE and More 

Offers a Variety of Events at Convention 

mailto:donnafleischer@gmail.com


California Connection                              April 2017                               Page 12 of 16 
 

 
 
 
 

Every year we are saddened by the passing of our Delta Kappa 
Gamma sisters. Though they are no longer with us physically, 
they live on in us as we continue the work they began. 
 

Before breakfast Sunday morning, the last day of the DKG 
California Convention, we honor our departed sisters with the 
Celebration of Life. This ceremony is a beautiful memorial in 
remembrance of our beloved members. However, we cannot 
honor our departed if we do not have information about them. 
 

It is extremely important that every time a person has passed away the Chapter turn in a Form 6 to Carla 

Peterson at: carla5850@aol.com  The list is compiled by Area and Chapter from this form. This information 
must be submitted by April 1, 2017. After that date. Members will be honored in 2018. This date is firm 
because time is needed to produce the Celebration of Life booklet. Your assistance is needed to create a 
complete list. Join the DKG California Area Directors as our colleagues and sisters are remembered in this 
beautiful ceremony.                     Carla Peterson, Eta Upsilon, and Anne Stone, Eta Iota, DKG Membership Committee  

 
  Submit an Article for the Next 

DKG International Publication 
 

Submit an article for the next DKG 
Bulletin Journal issue:  

¶ Due May 15.  

¶ Topic:  "Generational Issues for Educators,” but 
articles on all educational topics are welcome for 
each issue! 

¶ Send submissions to bulletin@dkg.org . 

¶ If you need assistance, feel free to contact editor 
Judy Merz at  jrmerz@aol.com. 

 

Books are needed at the  
DKG California Convention! 

Bring your old favorites! 
Bring books for children! 

 

Bring books to be purchased 
and enjoyed by others! 

 

Buy books to gift yourself! 
Buy children’s books  
and gift them to an 

 Early Career Educator to help 
build a classroom library! 

 

All proceeds will go to the 
 General Fund to  
help balance the  

DKG California budget! 
  

Ellen Owens, Delta Mu 
DKG California Finance Committee 

 

Join Your Sisters at the  
Celebration of Life 

Attend International Convention! 
Approve Proposed Amendments 

 

As a Convention Attendee in 2020 you may be able to cast 
your vote for International officers. As a result of a motion at 
the Nashville International Convention, President Carolyn 
Pittman appointed an ad hoc committee to review the work 
of the 2012-2014 Ad Hoc Election Process Committee and 
propose amendments to the Constitution and International 
Standing Rules to enable convention attendees to vote for 
officers. Governing documents may be amended at the 
2018 DKG International Convention in Austin, Texas.   
 

Attend a workshop this summer about the election process 
at the Southwest Regional Conference in Hawaii! Learn the 
difference between Delegate, General Election and 
Convention Election options. Cast your vote for the 
proposed amendments in Austin in 2018. 

mailto:carla5850@aol.com
mailto:bulletin@dkg.org
mailto:jrmerz@aol.com
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Cornetet Awards Committee 

Three Californians Earn $2000 in  
Cornetet Awards from DKG International
 
The Cornetet Awards 
Committee and The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Educational 

Foundation Board of Trustees are pleased to award 
three educators from California monetary assistance 
to enhance their professional expertise.  
 

¶ Kirstie Gonzales, Burlingame, received a 
Cornetet Award in the amount of $450. She 
plans to use her award to attend the Stanford 
Institute on Islam.  

¶ Elizabeth Holcomb, Huntington Beach, received 
a $925.40 Cornetet Award and plans to attend 
the Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) 9th 
Biennial National Conference.  

 

¶ Sharon Pollack, Iota Xi Chapter, Apple Valley, 

received a Cornetet Award in the amount of 

$648.12. She will attend the Conference on 

College Composition and Communication 

Annual Convention. 

You Too May Apply 

 

All educators, members and non-members, who 
need professional development assistance may 
apply. Check the DKG Educational Foundation on 
the dkg.org website or click here for the Cornetet 
Individual Professional Development Award 
information and application. 

Julie Drysdale, Eta, DKG California Editor 

 

World Fellowship Committee Assists  
Women from Non-Member Countries 
 

Initiated at the 1946 National Convention of Delta Kappa Gamma, the 
World Fellowship Program is designed to assist women from non-
member countries to study in the United States or Canada. By 1958 the 
program began to look like it does today. In 1972 World Fellowship 
became a DKG Standing Committee. 
 
The 2016-2017 recipients are some amazing women. They are from 25 different countries. Twelve are PhD 
candidates while the other eighteen are working on their Master’s Degrees. Their fields of study vary widely, 
from Women’s Studies to Biomedical Engineering. Three are studying right here in California. 
 
Fellowship applications are conducted through bi-national selection committees sponsored by Fulbright 
Commissions/Foundations or by the Cultural Affairs Office of the United States Embassy in the applicant’s 
home country. All documents are sent to the Institute of International Education (IIE) in the United States. If the 
applicant plans to study at one of the approved Canadian universities, they apply to the DKG World Fellowship 
Committee in the province in which the approved university is located. 
 
World Fellowship has come a long way from 1960. At that time, the Delta Kappa Gamma World Fellowship 
Committee awarded $2,500 and in 2016-2017 the Committee awarded $91,200.  Since 1960, 941 women from 
122 countries have received 3.9 million dollars from DKG World Fellowship. 
 
The World Fellowship Committee continues to work to endow scholarships to aid outstanding women 
educators in pursuing graduate study and to grant fellowships to non-member women educators. 
 
  

http://www.dkgef.org/DKGDocs/DKGEF/Professional%20Development/Edfoundindividual_june_2015_rubric.pdf
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Thank You for Your 
Generous Contributions 

 
Penne Ferrell Fund 
Area XIV Epsilon Omicron Chapter In memory of Nancy Burgess, mother of Epsilon Omicron 

sister, Susie Burgess 
Mickey Miyamoto In memory of Lois Sherwood 
Kathy Retzloff In memory of Sue Barber, mother of Kathy Sexton,  
   Iota Sigma 
Susan Dunlop In memory of Sue Barber, mother of Kathy Sexton,  
   Iota Sigma 
Linda Moore In honor of Netta Roberts 
Area XVII  In honor of Area XVII Sisters 
Area II In honor of Area II Sisters 
  
Scholarship Fund 
Rich and Alice Valentini, Area VII In memory of Anne Crail 
Iota Chapter In memory of Florence Bean 
Iota Xi Chapter Donation 
Epsilon Nu Chapter In memory of Evelyn Haas 
DKG California Family #14, including Donation 

Linda Crawford, Claudette Bowie, 
Carolyn Clark, Kathy Simpson, 
Janice Allen and Gale George 

Eta Chapter In memory of Madelyn Fielding  
Jackie Albini In memory of Justin Joseph Hesketh 
Iota Omicron In memory of Roberta Marriott 

 
Emergency Fund 
Iota Xi Chapter Donation  
 
World Fellowship 
Delta Mu Chapter Donation 
Zeta Phi Chapter Donation 
Patricia Feist In memory of Vera Wilson, Delta Iota  
Gamma Chapter In memory of Ruth Hale, 50-year member  
 
Education Center Facilities/Archives   
Delta Xi Chapter In memory of Gloria Williams 
Jackie Albini In memory of Nancy Martin 
Ed. Center Management Committee Donation 
Ed. Center Management Committee In memory of Nancy Martin 
 
Educational Outreach to Other Countries 
Jackie Albini  In honor of Carol and Ken Carlson 
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Name Chapter  Area  Date City 
Denese Allen Delta Xi VI December 23, 2016 Vacaville 

Virginia Barham Gamma Nu II April 27, 2016 Dunsmuir 

Ardis Bashaw Eta Mu XVII October 24, 2016 Oakdale 

Beryl ñBeeò Bengel Beta Delta  X September 28, 2016 San Marcos  

Vera Bergen Beta Phi XIV May 7, 2016 Mission Viejo 

Mary Bostic Alpha Sigma XV May 22, 2016 Upland 

Barbara Colby Gamma Lambda IX February 27, 2017 Tucson, AZ 

Kathryn Corbett Epsilon Pi I January 12, 2016 McKinleyville 

Faith Ann Crist Zeta Iota I January 5, 2016 Crescent City 

Jean Demattos Alpha Eta VI April 21, 2016 Folsom  

Mary Dversdall-Escamilla Eta Chi X February 26, 2017 San Diego 

Sheila Emigh Beta Rho IV May 16, 2016 Belmont  

Sue S. Evans Rho XIV December 5, 2016 Anaheim 

Madelyn Fielding Eta XII December 13, 2016 Seal Beach 

Dianne Flood Omicron XIII February 2, 2017 Sierra Madre  

Rosemary Loreman Eta Iota XVI February 3, 2017 La Mesa  

Roberta Marriott Iota Omicron XIII February 2017 Temple City 

Joann Mokslaveskas Delta Omega IX April 9, 2016 Valley Village 

Regenia Moses Omicron XIII June 14, 2016 Pasadena 

Marion Murphy Omicron XIII November 30, 2016 Pasadena  

Jane Norgren Epsilon Lambda XIV September 26, 2016 Fullerton 

Marjorie Richards Gamma Kappa IX March 26, 2016 Simi Valley  

Millie Riewald Eta Lambda VIII September 4, 2016 Santa Maria 

Jane Rousser Epsilon Eta XV October 28, 2016 Riverside  

Joyce Sahara Iota Gamma VI November 27, 2016 Davis   

Jeneane Shield Zeta Tau XIII February 11, 2017 West Covina  

Norma Standard Zeta Tau XIII August 19, 2016 La Verne  

Doris Sybrian  Zeta Theta IV August 2016 Santa Clara 

Jewel Warfield Iota Alpha IX December 21, 2016 Lancaster 

Vera Wilson Delta Iota X September 13, 2016 Valley Center  

Carolyn Ziebell Eta Psi  VIII January 9, 2017 Thousand Oaks 

  

 

          

 

 

Remembering Our Sisters 
 

“We will be known forever by the tracks 
we leave." 

– Dakota 
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2017 Convention Schedule At-a-Glance 
 

Friday, May 5, 2017 

11:00 AM ––  6:30 PM Displays/Vendors/CA State Store 
  1:00 PM —  6:30 PM Hospitality/Buck-a-Book 
  1:00 PM ––  8:00 PM Registration/Information  
  1:00 PM —   6:45 PM Credentialing (required of all Convention Delegates) 
  3:30 PM —  5:30 PM Leadership Development Session 
  3:30 PM —  5:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
  5:00 PM —  6:30 PM Art Gallery Gala Opening 
  5:00 PM —  7:00 PM Grab 'n Go Dinner (available for purchase) 
  6:00 PM —  6:30 PM Order of the Rose Rehearsal 
  6:30 PM —  7:15 PM  LIFE Foundation Annual Meeting 
  7:15 PM —  9:00 PM General Session I: Annual Business Meeting/Member Recognition  
  9:15 PM   Meet and Mingle: Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
 

Saturday, May 6, 2017     
    Breakfast on your own 
  7:30 AM —   4:00 PM Registration/Information/Hospitality 
  7:30 AM —   4:00 PM Vendors/CA State Store/ Displays 
  7:30 AM —   4:00 PM LIFE/Buck-a-Book 
  8:30 AM — 10:30 AM Personal and Professional Development Workshops 
  8:30 AM — 11:25 AM Arts and Crafts Gallery 
10:30 AM — 11:25 AM Members Mall 
11:30 AM —   1:45 PM General Session II: Order of the Rose, Luncheon, Speaker 
  2:00 PM —   4:00 PM  Personal and Professional Development Workshops 
  2:00 PM —   3:00 PM Interest Session I 
  3:15 PM —   4:15 PM Interest Session II  
  2:00 PM —   3:30 PM Arts and Crafts Gallery  
  4:00 PM —   5:00 PM Rehearsals (Choir, Celebration of Life, Installation)  
  5:00 PM —   6:00 PM Official Photographs (by invitation) 
  5:30 PM —   6:30 PM No Host Reception 
  6:00 PM —   6:30 PM Meet Past Chi State Presidents 
  6:30 PM —   9:30 PM General Session III:  Banquet, Awards, Entertainment 
  9:30 PM — 10:00 PM "Lobby" Sing 
 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 

  6:45 AM —   7:45 AM Choir Rehearsal 

  7:30 AM —   8:00 AM  Registration/Information 

  8:00 AM —   8:45 AM Celebration of Life 

  9:00 AM — 11:00 AM General Session IV: Breakfast, Speaker 

11:00 AM — 11:45 AM State Committee Transition Meeting 

12:00 PM  Past Presidents Luncheon (by invitation only) 
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